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The figures are categorical.

It is estimated that in most countries
in Latin America, between 30 and 60
percent of women have been victims
of domestic violence at some point in
their lives. The real figure, however,
is likely to be much higher, as many
women don't report these crimes.

In Colombia alone, it is estimated
that 40 percent of women have been
attacked by their partners, and in
Brazil one in five are said to have
suffered gender-based violence.

But what is even harder to understand
is that a large proportion of these
abuses of women’s rights take place
in their own homes, where they should
feel safe.

A report recently published by the
Centre On Housing Rights and Evictions

(COHRE) estimates that hundreds of
thousands of women in Latin America
can't escape homes where they suffer
abuse because they are economically
dependent on their abusers.

And even if they manage to find the
courage to leave those who ill-treat
them, most women would simply have
nowhere to go.

In one of the testimonies featured in
the COHRE report, a Colombian woman
who lives in the outskirts of Bogota
said she is still living with her abuser
because she doesn’t have an alternative
place to live. For her, the only solution
was to divide the house. She lives in
one half and her abuser in the other.

For most of these women in Argentina,
Colombia and Brazil, assistance is simply
not available.

As Victoria Ricciardi, author of the
COHRE report, explains in her article,
the number of refuges for victims of
domestic violence in the countries she
studied is extremely limited, and with
possible periods of stay limited to less
than six months, long-term solutions
are almost non-existent.

This bulletin  explores this crisis
through the experiences of some of
the activists working on this issue
in Latin America, and details the main
challenges and possible solutions
for those women for whom the home
has become a prison.

In her article, Elba NUfez, researcher at
the Latin American and Caribbean
Committee for the Defence of
Women's Rights (CLADEM Paraguay),
presents some of the obstacles to the
achievement of the right of women
to adequate housing.

Patricia Guerrero, founder of the
League of Displaced Women in
Colombia, raises some of the solutions
that have been proposed by local
human rights organizations to the
housing problems faced by women.
In her piece, Guerrero details the
construction of the City of Women,
a unique housing experience in the
region developed by and for women.

It is clear that the lack of housing
alternatives for women victims of
domestic violence is only one of the
reasons that cause women not to be
able to break the circle of violence
that keeps them with their abusers.

Finding solutions to those barriers,
driven by effective publicpolicies, would
be a significant step forward in the
road to ending gender-based violence.
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to enjoy a life without violence

By Victoria Ricciardi*

This month, COHRE published a
report about the link between the
right to adequate housing and the
fight against domestic violence.

The document revealed thatitis likely
thathundreds of thousands of women
in Latin America continue to live with
their aggressors out of fear of
losing their homes.

The author of the report, Victoria
Ricciardi, spoke to survivors of
domestic violence in Argentina, Brazil
and Colombia. In this article, Ricciardi
details some of the main findings
of her investigation.
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* Victoria Ricciardi is a lawyer specialized
in constitutional law and human rights at the
international level. She has worked as a
research assistant in several projects related
to gender and legislation. She is now a
consultant with the Women and Housing
Rights Initiative at COHRE in the Latin America
programme.

COHRE's report A place in the world:
The right to adequate housing as
an essential element of a life free
from domestic violence, is available at:

ww.cohre.org
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TESTIMONIES

“Not having the resources to pay a
rent orthe moneytoface any expenses
were factors that made my life
circumstances more difficult. Where
was | going to go? | was asking myself.
How was | going to support my
family? | was asking myself “
Woman victim of domestic violence
in Moreno, State of Buenos Aires,
Argentina.

“1 have been suffering violence by my
partner foryears, insults, ill treatment,
beatings. | have been struggling with
that situation for years. Today we
almost don’t even talk to each other.
| live locked-up in my room and he
in his but we cannot separate ..."”
Woman victim of domestic violence
in Bogota, Colombia.

“The situation gets very difficult
because we live all together, with
many people, in a big house, | couldn’t
go. | could leave to another town, but
he would come after me and | didn't
know what to do, we had a baby.
| looked for protection in the rest of
the people living in the house and
sometimes | would leave for a while.
After some time, he understood he
couldn’t be in the house anymore,
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now |I'm alone with my daughter.”
Woman victim of domestic violence
in Porto Allegre, Brazil.


http://www.cohre.org
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The City of Women: a colombian experience

By Patricia Guerrero, League of Internally Displaced Women in Colombia*

It is one of the most singular housing
projects in Latin America. A city
designed and built by and for
internally displaced women in
Colombia.

The work, inaugurated in 2006, aims
to show that it is possible to carry
out housing projects that are both
successful and, at the same time,
take into account the particular needs
of women.

Patricia Guerrero, founder of the
Leagueofinternally DisplacedWomen
in Colombia, the organization behind
the “City of Women"”, recounted an
experience that could serve as an
example for the rest of the region.
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* Patricia Guerrero is the founder of the
League of Internally Displaced Women and
the Observatory Gender, Democracy and
Human Rights in Colombia. She is a lawyer g
specialized in criminal and international
humanitarian law. She completed a scholarship
at Columbia University's Human Rights
Programme and currently litigates at the Inter-
American Commission of Human Rights on
cases of gender violence against the League
of Internally Displaced Women.

For more information:

www.ligademujeresdesplazadas.org



http://www.ligademujeresdesplazadas.org

Bulletin_

on Housing Rights and the Right
to the City in Latin America

Vol 3_No. 8| July_2010

Challenges for the achievement of the right
of women to adequate housing in Latin America

By Elba Nufnez, CLADEM Paraguay*
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* Elba Nufiez is a Paraguayan feminist, lawyer
and social workers and is a member of
CLADEM Paraguay (Comité de América Latina
y el Caribe para la Defensa de los Derechos
de la Mujer Paraguay). She works on human
rights issues, with a particular focus on
economic, social and cultural rights, and sexual
and reproductive rights and gender violence.

For further information please email:

nunez@cu.com.
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"COHRE extends its sincere thanks to all
those who assisted in the production,
editing and design of this newsletter.
Especially, we thank those who helped
with their articles and analysis. Without this
valuable material, the newsletter could not
exist."”
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